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Dr. Jennifer Dillaha - Since joining the Arkansas Department of Health in 2001, Jennifer Dillaha,
M.D., has played a leading role in the Agency’s health promotion efforts, using a life stage approach
that focuses on population-based interventions to improve health and well-being of all Arkansans. 

In March 2020, Dr. Dillaha was named the State Epidemiologist. This is in addition to her role as
Medical Director for Immunizations since November 2013 and the Medical Director for Outbreak
Response since September 2019. Her charge in the role of State Epidemiologist is to provide
leadership and guidance for addressing Arkansas’s most pressing infectious diseases, including
COVID-19. She is also charged with improving Arkansas’s immunization rates, particularly among
adults. She is uniquely prepared for that role as a physician with specialty training in internal
medicine and subspecialty training in infectious diseases and in geriatric medicine. She also serves
on Immunize AR Board of Directors. Immunize AR is Arkansas’s statewide immunization coalition.

 
Under her leadership, low health literacy has been recognized as an important public health
problem in Arkansas, and the Health Department has integrated health literacy into its strategic
plan. In April 2013, Dr. Dillaha became the Medical Advisor for Health Literacy at the Health
Department. In January 2015, Dr. Dillaha began serving on the Roundtable on Health Literacy of the
National Academies of Science, Engineering & Medicine.

Prior to her current roles, Dr. Dillaha served as the Special Advisor for Strategic Initiatives in the
Office of the Director from June 2010 to April 2013 and Director of the Center for Health
Advancement from August 2005 to June 2010 at the Arkansas Department of Health. 

 
Dr. John Sims graduated medical school and the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS)
in 2009 with honors in research; then went on to complete residency training at Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, MN in 2018, followed by a fellowship in Head & Neck Oncologic and Microvascular
Reconstructive Surgery at Mount Sinai West in New York City under the mentorship of Dr. Mark
Urken. He has now been at CARTI Cancer Center in Little Rock, AR since September of 2019. He has
expertise is in head and neck cancer surgery, transoral robotic surgery (TORS), thyroid and
parathyroid surgery, and microvascular reconstructive surgery of the head and neck.
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Heather M. Brandt, Ph.D. is director of the HPV Cancer Prevention Program at St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital and co-associate director for outreach in the St. Jude Comprehensive Cancer
Center. She also serves as a full member of the cancer center in the department of epidemiology
and cancer control. She is a faculty affiliate in the University of Memphis School of Public Health and
University of South Carolina Arnold School of Public Health.
As a social and behavioral scientist, her research interests focus on cancer-related health disparities
in cancer prevention and control and specifically on working with stakeholders to effectively use
what we know works to increase HPV vaccination. This involves examining, describing, and
intervening on cancer-related health disparities through innovative approaches in partnership with
“communities” (defined broadly and diversely). Her research emphasizes the dissemination and
implementation of evidence-based approaches, knowledge-based practice, and co-creating
knowledge with stakeholders in order to improve outcomes through informed action on multiple
levels. Most of her work has been done with churches, non-profit organizations, and health care
settings, including in rural areas, to improve cancer prevention and control outcomes.
She is the recipient of several awards, including the 2017 J. Marion Sims Award for contributions to
public health (South Carolina Public Health Association), 2016 Norman J. Arnold Alumni Medal
(Arnold School of Public Health, University of South Carolina), 2015 James A. Keith Excellence in
Teaching Award (Arnold School of Public Health, University of South Carolina), 2014 Crescent Award
(South Carolina Coalition for Healthy Families), 2014 Tribute to Women In Industry Award for Health
(Palmetto Center for Women), and 2016 Judith R. Miller Award and 2013 Early Career Award from the
Public Health Education and Health Promotion Section of the American Public Health Association.
She is a member of the American Journal of Public Health Editorial Board, National HPV Vaccination
Roundtable, and additional national and local professional organizations.
Dr. Brandt joined St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in July 2020 after 16 years on faculty in the
Arnold School of Public Health at the University of South Carolina, and most recently as associate
dean in the Graduate School and professor of health promotion, education, and behavior in the
Arnold School. She lives in Memphis, Tennessee with her husband, Forrest Alton, who runs their
consulting business, 1000 Feathers, LLC, which seeks to bridge the divide between vision and
strategy to achieve meaningful results.

Helen Marshall Carter-Tripp holds a B.A. in government and philosophy from Beloit College and an
M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science and African Studies from the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
Her university teaching positions include Wayne State University, Ahmadu Bello University (Zaria,
Nigeria), the University of Texas at El Paso, and Ohio University. During those years she co-authored
two textbooks on US and World political systems, which were subsequently translated into Spanish
and French. She joined the US Foreign Service in 1979 and served in Panama, Belgium (NATO),
Madrid, Lisbon, and Buenos Aires.  In 2003 she retired and moved to El Paso where she later served
as Director of the Centennial Museum, UTEP, and retired again in 2010. She married Richard Tripp, a
US Navy officer, while stationed in Panama, and he did yeoman service as her caregiver when she
went through treatment for Squamous Cell Anal Carcinoma in 2010. She created and maintains a
website about anal cancer www.analcancerhelp.info
(FYI If you’ve seen Hidden Figures, that movie depicts the town where Marshall grew up.) 
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Dr. William Greenfield is a Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences and the current Medical Director for Family Health at the Arkansas Department of
Health. 

He received a Bachelor of Science in pharmacy from Auburn University, a Doctor of Medicine from
Meharry Medical College, and completed a residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. 

Notable professional achievements include expanding access to health care through the
implementation of tele-colposcopy for the Arkansas Department of Health. His research in women’s
health has led to the design of a therapeutic vaccine for treating patients with cervical dysplasia which is
currently in a National Cancer Institute (NCI) funded Phase II clinical trial. 

Dr. Greenfield is a dedicated professional focused on improving health care through clinical excellence,
education, advocacy, and innovation.  He lives with his wife Tiffany, and children Alexandria, Pearson,
and Victoria in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

 

Jennifer Sienko, MPH, is a Director of the National HPV Vaccination Roundtable. Ms. Sienko’s work
focuses on HPV vaccine communication and public engagement through social media. 

Ms. Sienko leads the HPV Roundtable work on HPV vaccine communication and public engagement and
manages the digital footprint of the HPV Roundtable. She is also the co-founder of the non-profit
Vaccines and Me- an educational resource for people with questions about vaccines. Ms. Sienko is
interested in using online media to help reinforce the social norm of vaccination, especially in the
context of HPV vaccine. Prior to her work with the National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, Ms. Sienko was
the Special Assistant to the President’s Cancer Panel where she helped research, write, and publish
several reports including, Accelerating HPV Vaccine Uptake: Urgency for Action to Prevent Cancer. Ms.
Sienko received her MPH from The George Washington University.
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